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Mr. Robert Code

Registered Agent: Newco, Inc., d/b/a
Cascade Columbia Distribution Company
6900 Fox Avenue South

Seattle, Washington 98108

Re:  Stop Sale, Use, or Removal Order for Misbranded Pesticides and Notice of Intent to File
Administrative Complaint for Violations of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and RodentiAcide
Act and Opportunity to Confer Prior to Filing

Docketi No. FIFRA-10-2018-0268
Dear Mr. Codé:

This letter provides Newco, Inc., d/b/a Cascade Columbia Distribution Company notice that the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Region 10 has issued a Stop Sale, Use, or Removal Order
(“Order™) prohibiting the distribution, sale, or use of the misbranded pesticide product “Sodium
Hypochlorite Solution 12.5%” (EPA Reg. No. 10897-26-73015). In addition, EPA is prepared to initiate
a penalty action for the unlawful distribution of the misbranded pesticide product and is offering you the
opportunity to discuss this matter with EPA prior to the filing of a Complaint.

The Order is issued under the authority of Section 13(a) of the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), 7 U.S.C. § 136k(a). The enclosed Order is effective immediately upon
receipt and pertains to all such products under the control, ownership, or custody of Cascade Columbia
Distribution Company. EPA issued the Order and is prepared to initiate a penalty action because EPA
has evidence that shows the product listed above is in violation of FIFRA. EPA discovered the
violations as a result of two inspections. The Oregon Department of Agriculture conducted an inspection
of your 14200 SW Tualatin-Sherwood Road, Sherwood, Oregon establishment, on February 10, 2017,
and EPA Region 10 conducted an inspection of your 6900 Fox Avenue S, Seattle, Washington
establishment on September 13, 2017. ‘

EPA’s review of labels collected during the inspections found that the label for Sodium Hypochlorite
Solution 12.5% did not match the EPA Accepted Label for the product. EPA found deficiencies in the
sections of the label regarding Hazards to Humans and Domestic Animals, Physical and Chemical
Hazards, and Storage and Disposal. These deficiencies render the product misbranded at the time of



distribution in accordance with Sections 2(q)(1)(F) and (G) of FIFRA, 7 U.S.C. § 136(q)(1)(F) and (G).
In accordance with Section 12(a)(1)(E) of FIFRA, 7 U.S.C. § 136j(a)(1)}(E), it is unlawful for any person
in any state to distribute or sell to any person any pesticide that is misbranded.

Compliance with the Order

Pursuant to Section 13(a) of FIFRA, 7 U.S.C. § 136k(a), Cascade Columbia Distribution Company may
not sell, offer to sell, use, distribute or remove the misbranded pesticide product Sodium Hypochlorite
Solution 12.5% in the United States. Any violation of the Order may result in the imposition of
additional civil or criminal penalties as prescribed by Section 14 of FIFRA, 7 U.S.C. § 136/. The
issuance of this Order does not constitute a waiver by EPA of its remedies, either judicial or
administrative, under FIFRA or any other federal environmental law to address this matter or any other
matters of unlawful acts not specified in this Order.

In accordance with the enclosed Order, within 30 days of receipt of this letter, please provide a written

response describing the steps Cascade Columbia Distribution Company will take to comply with FIFRA
to:

Andrew Landry

U.S. EPA Region 10

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900, OCE-101
Seattle, Washington 98101
Landry.andrew@epa.gov

Mr. Landry may be reached by telephone at (206) 553-1504. Questions from legal counsel should be
directed to Brett Dugan, Office of Regional Counsel, at (206) 553-8562 or Dugan.Brett@epa.gov.

Penalty Action for Violations of FIFRA

Section 14(a) of FIFRA, 7 U.S.C. § 136/(a), authorizes EPA to assess administrative penalties up to the
statutory maximum for each violation of FIFRA. EPA determines the amount of penalty it will seek in
FIFRA penalty actions using the factors in Section 14(a) of FIFRA, 7 U.S.C. § 136/(a); the Federal Civil
Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act of 1990 as amended in 2015; 40 C.F.R. Part 19; and the FIFRA
Enforcement Response Policy (ERP), available at
http://www?2.epa.gov/sites/production/files/documents/fifra-erp1209.pdf. EPA has determined that an
appropriate penalty to settle the violations is $208,000. Note that EPA is seeking penalties for past
distributions of these misbranded products.

A Summary of the Alleged Violations and Proposed Penalty, which provides information about EPA’s
allegations in this matter as well as an explanation of EPA’s proposed penalty, is enclosed along with a
copy of the ERP. EPA’s Small Business Resources Information Sheet, which provides information on
compliance assistance that may be helpful to you, is also enclosed.

In appropriate circumstances, EPA may reduce the proposed penalty to reflect your inability to pay the
proposed penalty in full. EPA may reduce the penalty or agree to a payment plan if you demonstrate
financial hardship through records such as tax returns and income statements. If you anticipate claiming
an inability to pay the proposed penalty, contact Brett Dugan at the number below to discuss the
information requested in the enclosed “Corporation Ability to Pay Initial Information Request.”
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